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One is not being unjustifiably pessimistic to state that our national, as well as the inter- 
national situation is precarious. 


We face external forces dedicated to the destruction of Christianity, democratic civiliza- 
tion and what we are pleased to call the American way of life. 

We also face internal disruption and disintegration of the moral and spiritual forces 
which sustain and guide a nation both in times of peace and also in times of crisis. It has 
been truly said that America’s greatest danger does not lie in Communistic aggression but 
in moral and spiritual decadence. 

In such a time as this the leadership of the Church must be on its knees in prayer and 
at the vanguard in the spiritual leadership, without which a nation perishes. 

As our General Assembly meets in Orlando, Fla., we would urge upon each commis- 
sioner his solemn responsibility. It is his duty to listen, to consider, to weigh, to speak, and 
to vote. The vote is the expression of what a man really is. By the vote he registers his faith 
and his influence. 

We do not propose to debate any particular issue in this editorial. But, we would remind 
the commissioners to this particular General Assembly that the coming year can well bring 
about changes in the world situation which can be catastrophic. This being true how we 
Christians need to recognize our responsibility before Almighty God. 

So often we become enmeshed in the mechanics of organization and in the social out- 
reaches of the Gospel and lose sight of the fact that until the individual heart is right with 
God one is totally incapable of fulfilling his obligations as a Christian. 

We would venture the assertion that the greatest need of our Southern Presbyterian 
Church is a return to faith in the reliability and authority of the Bible and a clearer under- 
standing of our own Confession of Faith as it seeks to interpret the teachings of the Word 


of God. —L.N.B. 
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Sir: 

Word has come from one of our 
Korea missionaries that they are 
in danger of losing their APO 
privileges because some packages 
have been sent to them to the 
APO address. They are much con- 
cerned that they not lose this APO 
privilege as they can receive their 
mail so much more quickly 
through these channels. 


We would, therefore, greatly 
appreciate it if you would once 
again put a notice in your paper 
asking people not to send any 
packages to missionaries by way 
of their APO address. They can 
find the proper address in every 
other issue of the Presbyterian 
Survey. 

CLAIRE RANDALL 


Associate in Missionary 


Education 


Nashville, Tenn. 





Sir: 

. in the May (2) issue of The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal a 
review of The Church In China 
Leans To One Side, by Samuel E. 


Ler rers 


Boyle ... the price of the book 
was stated as $3. 

... kindly publish a note that 
the price of the book is $1., post- 
paid, and copies are obtainable 
from the Rev. J. G. Vos, Route 
No. 1, Clay Center, Kansas ... 
The price printed inside the book 
is Hong Kong $3., not U. 

The book was sold in Hong Kong 
bookstores at Hong Kong $3., as it 
was published in Hong Kong. 








J. G. VOS 
Reformation Translation 
Fellowship 
Clay Center, Kan. 
Sir: 
I read the article, “The Truth 


About Jehovah’s Witnesses,” by 
Rev. J. W. Hassell (The Journal, 
May 2, 1951), and think the art- 
icle is timely, and much more 
could be written about this sect to 
enlighten the general public who 
for the most part labor under the 
impression that ‘“Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses’* are pious Bible students. 


Personally I believe this sect is 
a “fifth column,” since they try to 
recruit all young men into their 
organization and keep them out of 
the armed services of our country 
by saying they are ministers and 
numbers of them are not familiar 
with the Bible or things spiritual 
at all. 

Their books are a confusion of 
misstatements, distortions and un- 
truths and should be banned from 
the U. S. mails. 

Please mail me a few copies of 
the May 2 issue of The Journal if 
you have them. I want to send 
them to friends. 


MRS. O. I. ADKINS 
Charleston, W. Va. 


@ Ed. The article referred to 
above, “The Truth About Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses,” has been en- 
thusiastically received and many 
of our readers have written us in 
regard to it. Reprints of this arti- 
cle are now available at 15c a 
dozen, $1 a hundred. Order from 
The Southern Presbyterian Jour- 


nal, Weaverville, N. C. 









EDITORIAL 
Face The Facts 





cated to world domination and the destruction of 


all which we hold dear. 


Had we recognized Communism for what it is 








It is disturbing to constantly hear remarks by 
men in positions of high authority expressing the 
hope that we can arrive at a satisfactory settlement 
with Communism in the various trouble spots of 
the world. Such a hope is utterly unrealistic and 
these remarks add to confusion here at home and 
play into the hands of Russia. 


America does not want war. We long for peace 
and it is our ardent desire to live at peace with all 
men. But, we face the unhappy fact that we are 
dealing with a hell-inspired ideology which is dedi- 


2 


years ago and had we acted accordingly, the world 
would be much nearer peace today. Wishful think- 
ing has been a poor substitute for righteous prin- 
ciples and deluding ourselves into the hope -that 
Communism can be won by reason or right has but 
hastened the day for a showdown, or capitulation. 


The only argument which sways Communist 
thinking and action is whether it has the power 
necessary to carry through on its plans at a par- 
ticular time. The ultimate goal is the same—world 
domination—and to this end armed force, intrigue, 
infiltration, double-dealing, double-talk, character 
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assassination and murder are used together or sepat- 
ately as a golfer would choose his club for a par- 
ticular shot. 


The one hope of peace, from a human standpoint, 
is to stop talking about it, recognize the ultimate 
aims of Communism and act accordingly. 


—L.N.B. 





As The General 
Assembly Meets 


Very soon after these lines are read the General 
Assembly of our Church will convene at Orlando, 
Fla., for its ninety-first session. 


We would urge upon the entire membership of 
our Church the great need to pray for this meeting. 
With many reports to be heard and much business 
to transact, all within a prescribed time; there is 
grave danger of approaching this important work 
in a mechanical manner. We commend the splendid 
way in which our General Assembly is organized, 
but we would also urge the vital importance of that 
which should be obvious, namely that the real 
progress and spiritual power of the Church is in- 
dependent of organization, or numbers, or any other 
purely mechanical phase. The thing of paramount 
and central importance is the presence and power of 


God’s Holy Spirit. 


As we have watched a number of meetings of our 
General Assembly we have been impressed with the 
sense of hurrying which only too often has charac- 
terized them. We have noted that in recent years 
even the morning devotional period has assumed a 
liturgical form, something not always conducive to 
spontaneous spiritual expression. We have noted that 
due to lack of experience, the majority of those 
present as commissioners are but dimly aware of 
what is taking place and that as a result, a small 
group of able and well organized men can often 
direct the thinking and actions of the Assembly 
almost at will. 


In fact, the atmosphere of the General Assembly 
assumes, only too often, that of a political and 
secular meeting, rather than a place of spiritual 
fellowship and waiting on the Lord, which should 
characterize the annual meeting of a great denom- 
ination. 


We believe that if the coming sessions of our 
General Assembly would devote more time to prayer 
and to exposition of the Bible and to a rededication 
of our efforts to soul-winning, at home and abroad, 
it would render a great contribution, not only to 


our own denomination but also set af examiple sorely 
needed in the Church as a whole. 


If one will study the trends of the past few years 
one will note that the greatest emphasis has been 
on organization, not only within our denomination, 
but also throughout Protestantism. Further study 
will show that the primary aim of this reorganiza- 
tion is centralization of authority and witness. “A 
united voice for Protestantism,” is the slogan, 


We would suggest, finally, that while a united 
voice for Protestantism has its place, the tragic fact 
is that Protestantism itself is rent asunder, not by 
minor differences which have brought about in large 
measure the various denominational lines, but Prot- 
estantism is divided in its belief as to the actual 
content of Christianity itself. Futhermore, denying 
or ignoring this only adds to the present confusion. 


There is but one solution to this problem and it 
is to be found in a mighty outpouring of God’s Holy 
Spirit in a revival. Such a revival will recenter faith 
and emphasis in those things which count for 
eternity. Such a revival will sweep aside unbelief, 
will humble hearts and reenergize us with spiritual 
power, the only power by which God’s Kingdom 
shall be advanced. 


Let us earnestly pray that superficialties, unbelief 
and all other manifestations of sin may be cast aside 
by a mighty upsurge of faith; faith in God, His Son, 
His Word. 

Revive us, Oh Lord, because we may be found 
willing to stand on the ground where revival can 
come, the ground of humble confession of sin and 
willingness to know and do Thy holy will! 


—L.N.B. 





A Double Standard 


Dr. John Van Ess, one of our great missionaries 
was wont to prick the consciences of his American 
hearers, with disturbing questions on this theme. 
Out in Arabia and other mission lands, he would 
point out, we ask our new converts to give up their 
previous religious practices, to make a complete 
break with the old life, to say if need be farewell 
even to family and friends, to be considered an out- 
cast in their communities, to make a full surrender 
for Christ’s sake. Why, he would ask, do we have 
an altogether different standard when it comes to 
receiving new members into our churches in 
America? Why do we allow them to come in, tak- 
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ing with them their previous secular practices and 
worldly habits? Why do we not ask them to make 
the same surrender and sacrifice for Jesus Christ 
which the converts on the mission field are asked to 
make? 


We have been satisfied to lower the Scriptural 
standards for the sake of winning the crowds, for 
the sake of gaining popularity with men, and we 
may have gained that popularity among men, but at 
the same time we have lost our power with God 
among men. What are people who join churches 
asked to give up, to turn their backs on? In many 
churches practically nothing. ““We will not disturb 
your way of life very much,” say these churches, in 
effect. “‘We are not narrow-minded, and we will 
not judge you or your previous practices.” So the 
world has slowly but surely infiltrated into the 
churches of America. With the result that church 
members often live so much like the world, that one 
can scarcely see any difference. 


—Dr. Benes, in The Church Herald. 





A Letter Re The 
JL.C.U. 


(In writing this letter Dr. Bell was stating the 
situation as he, one member of the Board of World 
Missions, sees it. We know his presentation has 
completely reversed the viewpoint of one prominent 


member of our Church.) —H.B.D. 


With reference to your recent letter, asking just 
why our Board of World Missions has not actively 
supported the proposed Japan International Chris- 
tian University, 1 would suggest the following as 
some of the reasons which have probably dictated 
their policy: 


(a) The proposal for the University originated 
with Dr. John MacLean as a gesture of remorse 
for America having used the atom bomb on Japanese 
cities, There are a great many Christians who re- 
gret the necessity for its use but who nevertheless 
feel that it was justified and that actually the war 
was shortened and lives thereby saved. 


(b) Many proponents of the JICU do not seem 
to realize that this is not the first Christian educa- 
tional institution in Japan. There are already seven 
mission-supported colleges in Tokyo and eighteen in 
Japan as a whole. 


(c) The Board of World Missions is called upon 
to evaluate the estimated contribution any particular 
work will make to the over-all Christian projection 
throughout the world and to choose those avenues 
of work which seem to offer the greatest hope of 
advancing the Kingdom of God. The JICU is but 
one of many calls made upon the Board for support 
and it seemed that work already being done and 
that already projected offered probably greater 
prospects of usefulness, 


(d) While the Board rightfully retains the final 


power of decision in its own hands, nevertheless it 
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véty wisely consults its missionaries on the field in 
matters affecting work in any particular field. It is 
not without significance that our missionaries in 
Japan prefer our efforts and money to go into other 
work, They have sensed the atmosphere and direc- 
tion of the JICU probably more clearly than we 
have in this country. While this reaction of our 
Japan missionaries was not the determining factor, 
it was given rightful consideration. 


(e) The history of other American universities 
in the mission fields of the world shows that the 
need for maintaining educational standards eventu- 
ally outweighs the necessity for maintaining a Chris- 
tian emphasis, with the result that these institutions 
have all become primarily institutions of good-will, 
humanitarian in their work, rather than primarily 
Christian. This is seen at Roberts College, at the 
American University at Beirut, Yencheng in China 
and elsewhere. Such institutions certainly have their 
place but their support and conduct is not pri- 
marily a function of mission boards, 


(f) The Board of World Missions has at no 
time opposed the JICU. It has wished it god-speed 
and success. It has, however, declined to assume 
financial or administrative responsibility for an in- 
stitution which it has felt can better be supported 
and run otherwise, This decision was not arrived at 
hastily but after two full years of study. 


If the General Assembly should direct the Board 
of World Missions to assume such a responsibility 
it will, of course, be forced to do so. At the same 
time it seems unfortunate to many that such pres- 
sure should be brought to bear on an agency of our 
Church by a rather limited group. It is true that 
considerable enthusiasm has been engendered. Many 
young people have contributed one dollar each as a 
“Vote for Peace” (a misleading bit of propaganda 
in itself), and many prominent and influential men 
outside the denomination have also sponsored the 
proposed university. But is popular demand, cer- 
tainly of a small minority, well press-agented, to 
determine the studied policies of a Board of our 


Church? 


The claim that the Board is unwilling to co- 
operate with others is simply not sustained by the 
facts. The Board of World Missions is now co- 
operating with seventy or eighty interdenominational 
activities and this number is being increased right 
along. It would be foolish, though, to say that the 
Board must co-operate with all demands for co- 
operation. Each must be accepted or rejected in the 
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light of the facts as the Board can ascertain them. 


I trust that you will pardon this lengthly letter 
and also that you will write me frankly in reply. 
With all good wishes, I am, 

Cordially yours, 
L.N.B. 

P.S.—In writing the above I am in no way pre- 

suming to speak for the Board of World Missions, 


of which | am a member, but am simply stating 
some of the problems involved, as they appear to me. 


Reprinted from THE JOURNAL, Sept. 20, 1950. 





Presbyterianism And The 
Marks Of The Church 


In the last issue of THE EVANGELICAL Quar- 
TERLY, there is an article by Rev. Professor J. H. S. 
Burleigh, D.D., of New College, Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, entitled What Is Presbyterianism? In this il- 
luminating word from Edinburgh’s Professor of 
Church History, Presbyterianism is related to the 
three marks of the Church. The Augsburg Confes- 
sion described the Word and the sacaments as the 
marks of the Church, and to this list Calvin added 
discipline in the third place and Knox emphasized 
the same. Burleigh regards these as the three basic 
features of our Reformed Churches, only he treats 
them a bit more generally as: doctrine, worship and 
discipline. 


1. There is the stress laid on doctrine. All of our 
confessions embody the substance of the ancient 
creeds, Augustinian doctrines of sin and grace, and 
the Reformation doctrines of the supremacy of 
Scripture and justifying faith. ‘““These Confessions 
were intended to fix the standard of doctrine to be 
taught and preached to the people so that they 
might be instructed and grounded in the 
faith ... and the necessity for doctrinal preaching 
has again become evident” ... “The Institutio 
claims to be simply an abstract of Biblical doctrine, 
and the Confession profess to be no more. Calvin 
and his disciples are first and always expositors. 
Theology is Scripture exposition. The Word of 
God, which is to be heard in the Bible, it is the 
preacher's function to make audible to the Chris- 
tian people.” 


2. The Reformed Churches broke away from the 
traditional forms of worship more drastically than 
the Lutherans and Anglicans, abolishing festivals 
and Saints’ Days and giving the Lord’s Day in- 
creased sanctity as the day of public worship. 
“Churches were bared of their ornaments as ves- 
tiges of ‘idolatry.’ Vestments, ritual and ceremony 
were reduced to a minimum. The distinction be- 
tween chancel and nave was abolished, a token that 
worship was no priestly function with the people 
looking on. It was to be congregational worship, 
with the people singing the Psalms in metre set to 
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BOOKLETS BY P. B. HILL 
Now Enjoying A NEW POPULARITY 


One of the Most Helpful Series of Christian 
Booklets Ever Published! These pamphlets 
have run into many printings, some of them 
over 100,000 copies. Yet the price is amaz- 
ingly low for these highly valuable booklets. 








“What Presbyterians Believe” ____ 15c 
“Preparation For Church 

Membership” 10c 
“The Meaning Of Death” ...__.. 12%c 
“Making A Home” 25c 
“Det Wer Four For 25c 
“What Have You Done?” 15c 
“If You Believe” _..._ 5c - Fifty For $2.00 

AL 
Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


All Orders Filled Postpaid Anywhere In The 
World Where U. S. Mail Is Accepted 
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easy tunes which are becoming appreciated once 
more. The Mass gave place to a congregational 
communion ... Communion Sessions were and still 
are impressive occasions in church life.” The ser- 
mon was given the prominent place in the worship. 
No service was complete without it. In reaction 
against the Sacramentalism of Rome, the Word was 
stressed above the sacraments. “But possibly Re- 
formed preaching may be said to have a sacramental 
aspect.” “To the reading but especially the preach- 
ing of the Word was attributed an efficacy for sal- 
vation which no doubt it often had, by no means 
solely by its appeal to the intellect ... the Reformed 
ministry was pre-eminently a preaching ministry.” 


3. The third mark of the Church Visible is dis- 
cipline, demanding of church members not only con- 
fession of faith but also a certain standard of moral 
living. In every sphere of human activity the Chris- 
tian was to find his God-given vocation—to glorify 
God. “The church function was to edify its mem- 
bers in love, to endeavor by every means to increase 
holiness in them, by exhortation, by pastoral care, 
and only as a last resort by ecclesiastical discipline, 
administered by elders, prudent godly men chosen 
from the people and associated for this purpose with 
the pastors.” —Collated by Wm. C. R. 





The news story on Page 6 is printed there rather 
than in the Church News Section because of its par- 
ticular significance and the light it sheds on the cur- 
rent controversy being agitated throughout the 


Church. 








Protest To Local Mission. 
Not Church Press, Board 


Suggests To Missionaries 


World Mission Board Sends 
Letters To Japan Workers Who 
Wrote Church Press About JICU 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN)—At its regular meet- 
ing May 22 the Board of World Missions authoriz- 
ed the following letter to be sent to each member of 
the Japan Mission who signed the recent statement 
(THE JouRNAL, May 16, 1951) sent to the church 
press in connection with the International Christian 
University of Japan: 


Dear Friends: 


The Board received on May 5, 1951, the 
communication signed by you concerning the 
International Christian University. Please be 
sure of the Board’s appreciation for your zeal 
and interest in this matter, and of the Board’s 
conviction that you have every right to hold 
and express such a judgment as you have com- 
municated. 


There is one point at which the Board would 
make an observation: It is suggested that the 
action of the Japan Mission has been inter- 
preted as being an “Unconditional disapproval 
of the University.” If such an interpretation 
has been placed on the action of the Mission by 
any one, it is not shared by the Board, and it 
does not have any factual justification. The 
Board received from the Mission a statement 
of suggested modifications in the principles and 
procedures by which the University would be 
governed and administered, and under which 
the Mission expressed itself as willing to co- 
operate with the proposed University most 
heartily. The substance of these modifications 
had been proposed to official representatives of 
the University Foundation, and the Board was 
advised that such proposals could not be con- 
sidered, It is erroneous, therefore, to impute to 
the action of the Mission an “unqualified dis- 
approval” of the University and the work 
which it undertakes, 


The Board feels that the statement which 
has been received, and which has been distribut- 
ed to the “Church Press,” belongs, in propriety 
and substance to the concern of the Japan Mis- 
sion, and it suggests that if you wish the action 
reviewed, this statement, or any other which 
will express your convictions in the matter, 
should be directed to the Mission for careful 
consideration, with the confidence that the 
Mission will report the matter to the Board. 


With assurance of the Board’s gratitude for 
your concern in this question and of the Board’s 


dependence upon the workers in the field for 
guidance in resolving suck matters, I am 
Sincerely yours, 
Thos. K. Young, Chairman. 
Portugal 


Also at this meeting the Board of World Missions 
appropriated $5,000 as its share of funds for the 
establishment of an evangelical hospital and clinic 
in Lisbon, Portugal. A similar amount is to come 
from the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. The decision 
was made to carry out this project after a thorough 
survey was made by J. Paul Synder, a U.S.A. Pres- 
byterian missionary trained in hospital administra- 
tion who has been in China. The initial funds will 
go for renting, remodeling and furnishing a building 
for the fifteen bed hospital. Seven evangelical Port- 
uguese doctors have promised to give of their services 
to this hospital without charge. A yearly item of 
$4,800 will be placed in the regular budget for the 
running expenses of this hospital. 

Personnel 


The Board elected Dr. S. Hugh Bradley as its 
representative to the General Council to take the 
place of Dr. T. K. Young who recently resigned 
from the Council. 

Mr. C. L. Buckingham tendered his resignation 
to the Board of World Missions at their recent 
meeting because the press of his business made it 
impossible for him to attend the meetings regularly. 

Miss Sara Lacy has resigned as a missionary to 
our East Brazil Mission to marry Gilbert Miller. 

Miss Anna McQueen, Miss Mary L. Dodson 
and Rev. S$. Dwight Winn all of our Korea Mission 
have been honorably retired. Miss McQueen served 
forty-two years; Miss Dodson thirty-nine years; 
and Dr. Winn forty years. 

The Rev. William C. Mulcay of our Congo Mis- 
sion arrived in the United States May 22 for an 
emergency furlough. His family is following as soon 
as possible. 

Miss Ruth Collette of our North Brazil Mission 
will return to this country in June on an emergency 


health furlough. 


Missions 


At its meeting on May 22 the Board of World 
Missions voted to increase the work budgets of all 
of our mission fields, This is the first time in several 
years that this has been possible although the mis- 
sions have requested increases in previous years. 
Even with these increases, however, the missions 
will not be able to nearly meet the need and oppor- 
tunity that is presented in each field. 


This year our Congo Mission is celebrating its 
jubilee. It is the Belgian custom to celebrate the 
60th year as the jubilee year and the mission celebra- 
tion is in accordance with this custom. On April 17 
each one of the stations observed a special day of 
thanksgiving and prayer in observance of the 60th 
anniversary of the founding of the Congo Mission. 
There will be further celebrations throughout the 
year with special observances at the mission meeting 


in the fall. 
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The 


Sixth in a Series 


Ten Commandments 


according to 


The Shorter Catechism 


By Dr. Wm. Childs Robinson 


Professor of Historical Theology 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


Q. 53. Which is the third commandment? 


A. The third commandment is: Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His 


Name in vain. 


The first commandment concerns the being of 
God, the second His worship, the third His Name, 
and the fourth His day. The first recognizes the one 
only living and true God, the second His spirituality 
and invisibility, the third the reverence due Him, 
and the fourth the time He has set apart for His 
own service, 


From his concentration camp in Norway, Bishop 
Burggraaft wrote: “The humanizing of the nation 
depends on the reality of God.” And the human- 
izing of all life depends on our recognition of this 
reality of God. Are you taking God seriously or 
lightly? “The third commandment requires a deep 
reverence for God in the whole of life, including 
one’s use of God’s name. For to the Hebrew the 
name describes the character of God.” (Work- 
book). Since He is invisible God forbids any visible 
representation of Himself, but He does give us His 
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Name that thereby we may know Him. Conse- 
quently, we are to reverence and honor His Name. 
God is the God who delivered Israel from Egypt 
and who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He 
is the God of Abraham, the Fear of Isaac, the Holy 
One of Jacob, the Shepherd of David, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Name means 
that by which He makes known to men that He is 
in Himself and what He is to them. The Name of 
Christ means all that makes Christ known to us for 
what He truly is to and for us. To believe in His 
Name is to believe in all that He is revealed to be 
in dignity and saving power. 


To take God’s Name in vain is to swear falsely 
or lie in His Name, or to use His Name in cursing, 
or in any light- minded way that will dishonor that 
Name. While the second commandment is sup- 
ported by both a threat of punishment and a promise 
of reward for keeping it, the third has only the 
threat for disobedience. Guilt means obligation to 
pay to requite, and so liability to punishment. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JUNE 17 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Spread Of The Gospel 


Scripture: Acts 1:8; 4; 28; Romans 1:1-16. 
Devotional Reading: II Cor. 5:14-21. 


God’s plan for the spread of the gospel is well summarized in our Devotional Reading. The Gospel is to 
be carried into all the world by men whose constraining force is “the love of Christ.” These men recognize 
the fact that He died for them, and that they henceforth should not live unto themselves, but unto Him Who 
died for them and rose again. These men have been “born again”; they are “new creatures,” or “a new cre- 
ation”; all things have become new. They realize that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Him- 
self, and that to them is committed the word of reconciliation. They are “ambassadors for Christ!’ What 
an honor and a privilege! They go out into the world, not as representatives of some nation like the United 


States, or Great Britain, but as representatives of 
God, the King of Kings. Their mission is one of 
mercy and entreaty: we pray you in Christ’s stead, 
be ye reconciled to God. As a foundation for this 
proclamation of amnesty they have this stupendous 
fact: ‘“For he hath made him to be sin for us who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him.” 


We might call our lesson, “From Jerusalem to 
Rome.” It is the story of the spread of the gospel in 
these first years of the Christian Church. 


I. The Command of Christ: 
Acts 1:8 


There are three parts to this command: 


1. The power for their work. They were to go 
forth, not in their own strength, or in the strength 
of men, but solely relying upon the power of the 
Holy Spirit. It was to be true of them: “not by 
might, or by power, but by my Spirit saith the 
Lord.” The band of disciples was small and would 
be helpless in the face of the vast heathen world, 
and a hostile and persecuting Jewish leadership. 
They would have been overwhelmed and crushed 
before they had even started unless they had been 
given supernatural power. 


So Jesus commanded them to tarry at Jerusalem 
until endued with power from on high. Would not 
church history have been a different story if the 
Church had always heeded this advice? As the 
Church grew in weath and worldly influence and 
power she forgot that her strength was in the pres- 
ence and power of the Holy Spirit. Do we not for- 
get this fact in many of our plans and projects 
today? 


2. The nature of the work: “Witnesses unto me.” 
A witness is one who has seen and heard and is 
willing to tell his story to others. There were two 
vital truths to which they needed to testify: (1) that 
Christ died for sin, and (2) that He rose again from 
the dead. These two facts were the focuses of the 
Gospel; the theme of their witnessing and preach- 


ing. (see I Cor. 15:1-4) 





3. The scope of their work: Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, uttermost parts of the earth. Like an ever- 
widening circle, they were to go out and spread the 
good tidings. It was a most natural way to proceed. 
The trouble was, however, that the Church seemed 
satisfied, not only to begin, but to end at Jerusalem, 
and had to be “prodded” into carrying out their 
marching orders, It took persecution to scatter them, 
and then, those that were scattered abroad went 
everywhere preaching, (talking) the Word. It took 
persuasion and heavenly visions to make even Peter 
give up Jewish narrowness and prejudice and be 
willing to go to the Gentiles. (see the conversion of 
Cornelius). 


Il. The Gospel at Jerusalem: 
Acts 4 


In Chapter 2 of Acts we have the marvellous 
scene at Pentecost, the sermon of Peter and the con- 
version of the three thousand. In Chapter 3 we are 
told of the miracle of the healing of the lame man at 
the beautiful gate of the temple, and the sermon 
which followed this miracle. 


Chapter 4 deals with the conflict with the Jewish 
leaders; the same group which had been so bitter 
in their opposition to Christ. Led by the Sadducees, 
who were incensed because through Christ they 
were preaching the resurrection from the dead, 
(which they disbelieved), they laid hands on Peter 
and John and put them in prison, and on the follow- 
ing day, examined them, and commanded them not 
to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. They were 
answered in these bold words: “We cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen and heard.” It 
was only because “they feared the people” that 
harsher treatment was not given them at this time, 
for all the people were glorifying God because of 
the miracle of the healing of the lame man. 


We have two beautiful pictures in the latter part 
of this chapter. The first is the Church “on her 
knees” in prayer. The prayer recorded here is a 
simple, but wonderful expression of the faith and 
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spiritual life of the early church. It is no wonder 
that such a prayer is followed by another outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, and that they spake the word 
of God with boldness. 


The second picture is that of a growing church so 
filled with brotherly love that they shared their 
possessions with one another. It is only in such a 
body of believers that this is possible or practical. It 
soon proved unworkable even in as pure a church as 
this evidently was. The whole scene is illustrative, 
or even typical, of what living conditions will be in 
a new earth filled with righteousness. 


Two phrases sum up the tone of this “growing 
and glowing” Church: (1) “great power,” and (2) 
“great grace.” (see verse 33) Great power to wit- 
ness to the resurrection of Christ: Great grace to 
share with others all they posessed. What could not 
the present day Church accomplish if we had these 
two requisites for a growing and glowing church? 


III. The Gospel in Rome: 
Acts 28 


It would be well to briefly review the intervening 
chapters which tell of the spread of the gospel to 
Samaria, under the leadership of Philip, the deacon 
and evangelist; the opening of the door to the 
Gentiles when Peter went down and preached to 
Cornelius, and the Gentile Pentecost took place. 


Chapter 9 tells of the conversion of Saul of Tar- 
sus, which, next to the resurrection and Pentecost, 
is the greatest event of the early church. The place 
of leadership soon becomes his, as he goes forth on 
his three missionary journeys, preaching to Jews 
and to Gentiles, undergoing trials, hardships and 
persecutions for the sake of Christ. 


Paul’s great ambition and longing was to go to’ 


Rome, the political center of the world. In the Pro- 
vidence of God he was to be taken there. On his 
voyage to Rome he was shipwrecked, and the last 
chapter of Acts gives us the end of that fascinating 
story. 


When he arrives in Rome, as was his custom, he 
appealed first to his own countrymen, the Jews, and 
tried to convince them of the reality and meaning 
and glory of the death and resurrection of Christ. 
The result here was the same as it had been in many 
other places; some believed, and some believed not. 
In the startling words of their prophet Isaiah, he 
warns them of the fact that they are rejecting the 
message of salvation, and tells them that the Gen- 
tiles will receive the message they reject. How true 
these words have been! What a terrible blindness 
has fallen on the Jewish race! Even today educated 
tabbis have the same hard and bitter attitude toward 
their Messiah. What a glorious day it will be when 
these blind eyes are opened! 


“And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own 
hired house, receiving all that came in unto him, 
preaching the kingdom of God and teaching those 
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things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with 
all confidence, no man forbidding him.” How mar- 
vellous are thy ways, O Lord God of Hosts! The 
working of His overruling providence is nowhere 
more evident than in these closing verses of Acts. 
Even the slowness and indifference of Roman rulers 
has its place. 


lV. Paul’s Noble Declaration as a 
Christian: Romans 1:1-16 


Paul wrote to the Christians at Rome before he 
was permitted to visit that city, and in these verses 
he salutes them and tells them of his longing to see 
them. As a part of this greeting he makes his famous 
declaration. 


1. “I am debtor.” Paul was one of those rare men 
who recognize their obligation to the world. Some 
say, “the world owes me a living”; Paul says, I owe 
the world a debt. Some say, “Let the world go by”; 
I want to be a spectator; Paul wants to be more 
than a spectator, he wants to lead the world to 
Christ. 


2. “I am ready.” Most men are ready to further 
their own interests, or advance themselves; Paul was 
ready to preach Christ to a lost city, or world. 


3. “I am not ashamed.” Paul knew that the 
Gospel was the “dynamite” of God. The power of 
Rome was great; the power of the Gospel was far 
greater. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





VESPER TOPICS FOR JUNE 17 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 





My Fatth and My School 


Introduction 


We mortals often miss the best in life by either living in the past or living in anticipation of the future. 
Often we miss the best of today because we think that what we are doing is simply preparing us for to- 
morrow. As Christians we are those who have received the Lord Jesus Christ into our hearts and have ever- 
lasting life here and now. Everlasting life does not only mean life that will last forever, but it is life that 
has everlasting quality right now. You and [| should develop that life in such a way that we can enjoy it to 
the fullest day by day. For most of us, school takes up a great deal of our time and is more or less the center 


of our life right now. As Christians we should not 
think of our school life as merely preparation for 
making a living tomorrow, but we should consider 
it as a place where we live out eternal life today. 


In Presbyterian Youth the talks indicate some of 
the things that we must guard against, some of the 
things we must not do, and some of the things that 
we must do, if we are to live such a life in school. 
Three passages of Scripture are cited in the Scrip- 
ture lesson. Let us look at them to see a Biblical 
command to us, and the provision for keeping that 
command, 


Scripture Lesson 


1. The Command— 
Matthew 5:43-48 


You and | think too lightly of what Christ ex- 
pects us to be. Often we think of religion in terms 
of going to church, cooperating in its program, and 
refraining from things that are condemned by the 
law and the people about us. Christ commands you 
and me in these words: “Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father in Heaven is perfect.”” You and 
I have received the life of Christ, and we are com- 
manded to, day by day, cultivate and develop that 
life, so that we will ever be moving on toward being 
just exactly what God Himself is. Notice that this 
is not a suggestion of what would be good for us, 
but it is just as definitely a command as is the com- 


mand ““Thou Shalt Not Kill.” 


2. The Challenge— 
Matthew 5:13-16 


As Christians we are commanded to be perfect. 
We are not here in the world to try to arrange by 
social, national, and international organization the 
social, economic and political habits of imperfect 
men. Imperfect men will mar the effective function- 
ing of the most perfect organizational setup. But if 
we do move on toward perfection as Christ has 
commanded, we will find that our lives will be 
something that will make a difference in the world 
—whether it be in the school room today, or in the 
work-a-day world of tomorrow. We will be the salt 
that preserves the world from corruption and has a 
healing effect upon the wounds caused by evil. If 
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we let our life be consistent and true to the full 
statute of Christ, we will be the light that shows the 
sin and evil of the ways of the world and lights up 
the way that leads us to righteousness and life. 


3. The Conclusion— 
James 3:11-13 


If our lives are moving on toward perfection, they 
will have a tremendous impact for righteousness 
upon the world, but it takes more than just deciding 
to try to live that way to do it. Our reference in 
James indicates how we can live out the command 
and the challenge. He refers to a fountain of water 
and points out that a fountain of sweet cannot bring 
forth bitter and sweet. A fig tree brings forth figs, 
and not olives. 


If you and I are to move toward perfection and 
become the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world, we must realize that we can only do it when 
we have received a new heart and a new life through 
receiving the Lord Jesus Christ into our hearts by 
faith and then as we yield completely to Him our 
lives become the channel through which the new 
actions and the new life flow out and express them- 
selves. 


When our lives bring forth some things good and 
some things bad, some things holy and some things 
unholy, that inconsistency indicates to the world 
that we are not what we profess. When Christ is in 
our hearts and has His way in our life, then we 
consistently bring forth the fruit of righteousness 
and holiness. We must be perfect if we are to be of 
any value in the world, and to move toward per- 
fection we must have Christ in our hearts and must 
be completely surrendered to Him. 


SUGGESTIONS 


Follow through the program outline in Presby- 
terian Youth, and as the Scripture reading is pre- 
sented have someone take time to briefly point out 
the spiritual significance in terms of Christ of each 
passage along the line as indicated above. 


Tell Your Friends About The Journal 











WOMEN’S WORK 





DeLand United In Prayer 


A Chairman of Spiritual Growth has been used 
to unite her city in prayer for our nation, At our 
request she has given us the following facts concern- 
ing the beginning and continuing of the noon-hour 
of prayer in DeLand, Fla. 


“You asked me to write and tell you what I had 
done as spiritual growth chairman to promote com- 
munity prayer for our country. I will tell you what 
I can. 


“In July, when our forces were nearly pushed out 
of Korea, | felt a great burden placed on me to do 
something! 1 talked to Mr. MacNair, our pastor, 
and he was heartily in agreement with my sugges- 
tions. He had our bulletin to announce a call to 
prayer at noon by the congregation and that an- 
nouncement has continued ever since. Also at the 
end of the sermon he called, and still does, for 
silent prayer for divine guidance for our nation. 
This is accompanied by the organist playing soft 
music. 


“As our ministerial association had done nothing 
to call our town to prayer, I spoke to the president 
of our Council of Church Women and got her 
wholehearted co-operation in my plan to bring the 
matter before our mayor and council. She asked a 
woman from each church to meet us at the city 
building and I asked Mr. MacNair to be our spokes- 
man. We had. a very friendly reception and the 
mayor made a proclamation calling on the com- 





Presbyterianism! 


You will find stimulating reading in the 
June PReEsBYTERIAN Survey. The article. 
“Presbyterianism On The Move!” (marked 
Monthly Emphasis), was prepared by the 
Reverend Malcolm Purcell, D.D., Execu- 
tive Secretary, Committee on Church Ex- 
tension, Presbytery of Brazos, Synod of 
Texas. There are other articles in THE 
SURVEY most pertinent to this study. As 
General Assembly is meeting, the time- 
liness of becoming better informed Presby- 
terians is not a coincidence! 
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
CONVENES IN 
First PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Orlando ... Florida 


Thursday Evening. June 7 


Let us seek daily God’s guidance and the 
Spirit’s infilling for our church leaders: 
ministers, elders, and executives, who will 
be in this annual meeting of the highest 
court of our Church, that they may know 
God’s will and be used to lead our whole 
Church forward in this day of so great an 
opportunity for Christian witnessing. 











munity to pray at noon for our nation. We did not 
ask a bell to ring as we have a factory whistle that 
blows then. Mr. MacNair received many phone 
calls and letters thanking him for what we had 
done. 


“But we felt that the people would have to be 
reminded so we wrote to the radio officials and re- 
quested that the call to prayer be given at noon, so 
we now have organ music and the announcer calling 
on the people to join in a few moments of silent 
prayer for the divine guidance of our nation. This 
has been going on for many months and only eternity 
can tell what it has meant to the people who pray 
and to our nation. 


“By the way, I neglected to tell you our local 
paper gave us splendid help and publicity in an 
editorial, 


“President Wilson called on the nation to pray at 


noon in World War I and not long afterwards the 


war was over, and that made a great impression on 
me. 


“What a wonderful thing it would be if there 
were a call to prayer at noon in every church and 
town! Maybe some of this confusion would end.” 


—Mrs. A. S. Conley. 





STORY OF A MAN 
William Rule, M.D. 


Presbyterian (U. S.) Mission 
Bibanga, Congo Belge 


Here is the story of a man most of whose fingers 
were gone and whose feet were deformed. 


“When I was a little boy,” he said, “I was left 
an orphan. And then while living in my own village 
my skin became affected with this disease. | was run 
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out of the village, I was put away by my people. 
They didn’t want me, and I was just a little orphan 
boy wandering from village to village. 1 had no 
home and just got what I could from the people who 
would help me. I went out into the bush and wand- 
ered out on the prairies with a hermit. 

“One day a lion came along and killed the hermit 
and left me. I ate berries and roots and lived like an 
animal. Then I heard about the leprosy colony at 
Bibanga and I went over. Dr. Kellersberger had the 
colony there and I entered and stayed for several 
years. During that time I heard the gospel preached. 
I took Jesus as my Saviour, and I was baptized a 
Christian. 

“When Dr. Kellersberger went home to America 
and we didn’t have anyone there to take care of us, 
I became dissatisfied. My disease was getting worse 
all the time, so I picked up and left. I just wandered 
over the countryside; I was in all the leprosaria in 
the region for short times. But it didn’t seem to 
help. Then I went to Lubondai and after you came 
there I was there for several years. And [| got better, 
but finally you went on your furlough. 

“Again I went out and lived at one of the villages, 
and my disease became terrible, worse than it had 
ever been. I finally decided to take my own life. So 
one night I went and lay down in the road where I 
knew the large trucks came through with oil, cotton 
and other products and I hoped one would come 
along and run over me. But instead, a car came by. 
It carried a state official and his chauffeur. They got 
out of the car and saw me lying there in the head- 
lights. Then they looked at me, and the official said, 
‘Is this a man or an animal? Is he alive or dead?’ 
and the chauffeur said, ‘Why, he is alive.’ Then he 
said, ‘Well then, we've got to take him along with 
us to the Post,’ and they put me in the car and took 
me to the State Post. After a few days, I was taken 
to a leprosarium and then to a river and they put me 
on a boat going all the way up to a place where they 
were using a special treatment. After a while I got 
a lot better. 

“Then I said to people up there who were treat- 
ing me, ‘I appreciate what you people have done for 
me and I thank God for it, but I’m a Christian and 
I believe God has healed me of leprosy. If it’s all 
right with you I’d like to go back to my own country 
and tell the people there the great things that God 
has done for me.’ So I returned more than a thous- 
and miles to the place I had originally come from. 
Doctor, what I want to do now is just go up and 
down and witness for my Lord and Saviour and 
“99 the people the wonderful things God has done 
or me.” 


How happy he was! 
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GIFTS THAT LIVE 
AFTER YOU 


IN YOUR WILL—Your will is the last mes- 
sage you will give to the world. By includ- 
ing a bequest to Foreign Missions, this 
message can be made one of love for all 
mankind. 


FOR A MEMORIAL FUND — You could 
create no finer memorial, in your name or 
in memory of a loved one, than to estab- 
lish a fund on our books, the interest from 
which will contribute each year to the 
spreading of the Gospel. 


Is there any better way of signifying our 
love for Him than by devoting as much of 
our property as may be practicable to the 
advancement of Christ's Kingdom? 


For full information on how to make such 
Christian legacies or memorials, write the 
undersigned today. The Board will wel- 
come the opportunity of discussing plans 
with you, and will be happy to assist you 
in any possible way. 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE JU. S. 
P. O. BOX 330 NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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A Challenge To 
Stewardship 


The regular receipts for World Missions for the 
year ending March 31, 1951, were $1,411,439.00, 
an increase of $78,014.53 as compared with the 
preceding year. However, Program of Progress re- 
ceipts for the year were $443,190.37 as compared 
with $557,930.54 the previous year, a decrease of 
$114,740.17. 


The total expenditures for the year were $1,- 
628,694.12. As this was $212,255.12 in excess of 
the regular receipts for the year, it was necessary 
to transfer this difference from Program of Pro- 
gress funds in order to prevent a deficit on oper- 
ating expenses. Every effort was made to hold ex- 
penditures to the 1949-50 level and no increase was 
made in the field of budgets of the Missions; how- 
ever, due to increased costs generally, the expendi- 
tures for the year ended exceeded those of the pre- 
vious year by the sum of $93,871.66. This is under- 
standable in view of the addition of Overseas Re- 
_ = Interchurch Aid as a new function of the 

oard. 


The Board would point out with deep concern 
the fact that the total receipts for the past year, 
including both regular and Program of Progress 
contributions, were $36,725.64 less than they were 
for the previous year, in the face of the fact that 
the relief needs of the world were included this 
year for the first time in the Board’s responsibility. 


For the past few years the Board has refused to 
grant the increases in the work budgets requested 
by the Missions. It has been felt that the trend of 
receipts would not justify any increase although 


the Board has recognized the difficulty the Missions 
have had in trying to maintain even the same vol- 
ume of work without some increase in funds. 


Now, a reasonable increase must be made for 
1951-52. The Missions are requesting increases 
totalling $57,763.61 above the total amount ap- 
proved for all the fields in 1950-51. The Board is 
recommending that these askings be met in full 
and that the Missions be requested to hold their 
1952-53 askings as low as possible. 


The following work budgets have therefore been 
approved: Africa, $91,736.00, an increase of $7,- 
130.00; East Brazil, $40,257.00, an increase of 
$5,392.00; North Brazil, $61,200.00, an increase of 
$9,310.00; West Brazil, $49,150.00, an increase of 
$8,000.00; Japan, $50,657.00, an increase of $16,- 
673.11; Korea, $60,000.00; Mexico, $60,872.33, an 
increase of $7,330.00; Portugal, $21,828.50, an in- 
crease of $4,328.50; China, $100,000.00, some of 
which will be used in Formosa and possibly in Ja- 
pan in work with Chinese people. 


The work budget is used for all mission activities 
except missionary salaries, travel, etc., and build- 
ings provided for with Program of Progress funds. 
From work budgets come the salaries of national 
teachers, preachers, medical personnel; the ex- 
penses of evangelistic itineration on the fields; 
medicines for hospitals, books for schools, litera- 
ture and visual aids for evangelistic work, scholar- 
ships for students, taxes, upkeep and repair work 
on all mission property. 


An examination of the stewardship of our mis- 
sionary representatives around the world show “so 
much done with so little’ as to challenge us with 
new vision and devotion in the stewardship of the 
abundance with which God has blessed us. 
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KING COLLEGE 


Fully accredited four-year college. Co-educational. Presbyterian. Founded 1867. 


Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: 
(1) Competitive; (2) Academic; (3) Grant in Aid; 


Summer session. Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. Catalog. 


R. T. L. Liston, President — Box J, Bristol, Tenn. 


(4) Remunerative Work. 




















EXPECTING THE MASTER 











Some years ago a tourist was travelling in North- 
ern Italy. When he reached the castle, a friendly old 
gardener opened the gate and showed him the 
grounds which the old man kept in perfect order. 
The tourist asked when the owner of the castle’ had 
last been there. 

“Twelve years ago.” 

“Does he ever write to you?” 

“Ne.” 

“From whom do you get your orders?” 

“From his agent in Milan.” 

“Does he come?” 

“Never.” 

“Who, then, comes here?” 

“T am almost always alone; only once in a while 
a tourist comes.” 

“But you keep this garden in such fine condition 
just as though you expected your master to come 
tomorrow.” 

The old gardner quickly replied: “Today, sir, 
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BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low. $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 











BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING 
By Ben. L. Rose - Pastor 


The article published under the above caption 
in The Journal is available in booklet form 
postpaid at the following prices: 10c per single 
copy; $1.00 per dozen copies; $5.00 per hun- 
dred copies, or $35.00 per thousand copies. All 
prices quoted are postpaid. Let us have your 
order at once as our supply is limited. 














X733 





GENESIS by sosoph parker 


Volume | in Parker's Peopie’s Bibie 


Some of the choicest material ever written 
on Genesis. Dr. Parker is, in the words ot 
C.H. Spurgeon, “‘a man of genius, singular 
ability and special originality.” $3.00 


Purchase at your favorite religious bookstore or direct from 


MOODY PRESS 220 w. ta saue steer, cHicaco 10, 111. 
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Our TTTHUNG 
ADVENTURE! 


A Spiritual and Stewardship Program for Every Presbyterian 


13 weeks of Tithing 


SEPTEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 15, 1951 





























or alike period 


JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH, 1952 


Enlist yourself ~ Enlist your church 
EXTRA GIFTS OF THIS PERIOD DEDICATED TO 


INTRODUCING PEOPLE TO CHRIST 


through: 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
HOME MISSIONS 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Prove Me Now 0 o o Saith the Lord” 


—MALACHI 3:10 
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